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Struggle, persistence and resistance: ‘Sifting & Reckoning’  
gives voice to students historically excluded at UW–Madison 

 
 UW–Madison Public History Project will present fall 2022 exhibition 

in collaboration with Chazen Museum of Art  
 
MADISON, Wis. – The struggle for belonging on campus—in social organizations, housing, 
athletics and more—will be illuminated in the exhibition Sifting & Reckoning: UW–Madison’s 
History of Exclusion and Resistance. 
 

Presented by the University of Wisconsin–Madison Public History Project, the exhibition 
will be a powerful examination of 150 years of struggle and perseverance on campus when it 
goes on view Sept. 12–Dec. 23, 2022 at the Chazen Museum of Art. 
 

The UW–Madison Public History Project is an initiative started in 2019 by Chancellor 
Rebecca Blank to uncover and give voice to the histories of discrimination, exclusion and 
resistance at the university. The project will make its research accessible to the public through 
the exhibition at the Chazen, as well as through an exhibition website, curricular materials, 
events and more. 
 

“More and more, powerful institutions of higher education are recognizing the need to 
reckon with their past,” says Kacie Lucchini Butcher, the director of the Public History Project 
and curator of Sifting & Reckoning. “This exhibition is groundbreaking because of its focus on 
the history of discrimination and resistance on our own campus, and not only on ties to outside 
events. It’s an opportunity for us to reflect on what happened here at UW–Madison so that we 
can better understand what we need to do in order to create a more equitable future.” 
 



 

 

In Sifting & Reckoning, visitors will explore the various experiences of marginalized 
students told through objects from more than a century of life on campus, rarely displayed 
artifacts pulled from UW Archives.  
 

They include the Pipe of Peace, a ceremonial object used by white students in a popular 
mock Native ceremony. 
 

They also include protest flyers, created by students fighting against racism and posted 
across the campus; buttons and athletic memorabilia; yearbooks; and photographs and film. 
Recorded oral histories, available on the project’s website, will also play a part in shining a light 
on more than a century of struggle and perseverance. The exhibition will include interactive 
opportunities for visitors to reflect and discuss the complicated histories presented.  
 

Broadly, the intent of the project is to ensure that students and alumni are aware of the 
full history of the university, including the accomplishments of campus community members 
from marginalized populations whose stories previously may have been hidden or not widely 
known. 
 

“We are proud to partner with the UW–Madison Public History Project and to be the 
space for this extremely important exhibition,” says Amy Gilman, director of the Chazen. 
“Understanding and recognizing our own history as a campus is an important part of the work to 
build more inclusive and representative spaces.” 
 

In addition to Lucchini Butcher, the exhibition is co-curated by Taylor Bailey and 
Adriana Arthur, graduate student researchers and curatorial assistants; the Public History Project 
Steering Committee; and collaborative partnerships with student groups, community partners and 
campus stakeholders.  
 

The UW–Madison Public History Project was made possible with support and funding 
provided by the Office of the Chancellor. 
 

About the Chazen Museum of Art 
The Chazen Museum of Art makes its home between two lakes on the beautiful campus of the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison. Within walking distance of the state capitol, it sits squarely in 
the heart of a vibrant college town. The Chazen’s expansive two-building site holds the second-
largest collection of art in Wisconsin, and at 166,000 square feet, is the largest collecting 
museum in the Big 10. The collection of approximately 24,000 works of art covers diverse 
historical periods, cultures and geographic locations, from ancient Greece, Western Europe and 
the Soviet Empire to Moghul India, 18th-century Japan and modern Africa. For more 
information: chazen.wisc.edu 

 

# # # 


